

November 17, 2025		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Feder, Heinecke, Fitzgerald and Geppert. Trustees Stoops and Kearns were absent. Also, present were Chris Remick, Superintendent of Public Works and Tim Buehler, Chief of Police.

VISITORS 
Melinda Hewitt, Brian Poirot, Jen Poirot, Becky Denbow and Mark Schreder

Becky Denbow was present regarding people leaving their trash cans out all week. Chief Buehler stated that he has talked with these residents.

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the November 3, 2025, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the minutes from the November 3, 2025, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The minutes from the October 27, 2025, Committee of the Whole Meeting were presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to approve the minutes from October 27, 2025, Committee of the Whole Meeting as presented. A vote was answered aye all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION

MAYOR
Mayor Newbold spoke with Jen Schneider from the school. She said the school’s rating was exemplary. Newbold said he thought Debby Politsch was working on getting a sign to put up that acknowledged this but does not know what happened. It was noted that after the election, it was dropped. It was mentioned that the FFA may be able to make the sign.

Newbold asked the Board if they wanted to do gift cards for the employees Christmas gifts this year. He stated that in 2023 the Board gave the full-time employees $75.00, and the part-time employees received $40.00. Last year, the full-time employees received $50.00, and the part-time employees received $25.00. He suggested giving the full-time employees $100.00 and the part-time employees $50.00 this year due to the rising cost of dining out.

 A motion was made by Trustee Heinecke, seconded by Trustee Feder, to give the full-time employees $100.00 and the part-time employees $50.00 in gift cards for local restaurants as this year’s Christmas gifts. A roll call vote was answered aye by all members present.

Mayor Newbold mentioned that between the Treasurer, the Clerk and himself, they were able to do the annual grant audit.

Newbold asked the Board if they wanted to continue funding the Tree City USA project. It was the consensus of the Board that they did not want to continue participating in that project.

Newbold mentioned that former mayor, Dennis Breithaupt passed away.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk had nothing to report at this time.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer presented the Board with the October Treasurer’s report.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to approve the October Treasurer’s report as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

Treasurer Fauth stated that the Tax Levy would have to be completed by the end of December. It was recommended that this be discussed at the next Committee of the Whole meeting.

POLICE CHIEF
Chief Buehler submitted the activity log for the first half of November.

Buehler stated that he sold some of the old siren boxes to Devin Brown for $400.00.

The Chief will be submitting a grant for vests. He stated that each vest is $895.00 and with the grant we would be reimbursed for half. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Mayor Newbold suggested the Board vote on the Public Works Mutual Aid Agreement.

Trustee Feder stated that he spoke with someone from Freeburg and Smithton and was told that this agreement would send our guys up north, not necessarily close to home. Superintendent Remick stated that he was not made aware of that.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the Public Works Mutual Aid Agreement. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

Chris Remick noted that the water pipes on S. Clinton St. need to be replaced soon. Clamps have been holding them together since there have been so many breaks. Mayor Newbold suggested Remick reach out to Volkert to get an estimate on the cost to replace these pipes.
 





REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Trustee Geppert asked if the culvert on Mari Ln. was going to be fixed. Superintendent Remick said he will investigate it when his department has time.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
Nothing to report.

WATER AND SEWER
Superintendent Remick presented the Board with a quote from Schulte Supply in the amount of $1,253.00 for an air valve needed at the wastewater treatment plant.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to approve the air valve for the wastewater treatment plant from Schulte Supply in the amount of $1,253.00. A roll call vote was answered aye by all members present.

PERSONNEL
It was requested to go into executive session towards the end of the meeting.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Nothing to report.

CEMETERY
Nothing to report.

ORDINANCE
Nothing to report.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
Nothing to report.

MARINA
Nothing to report.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
Nothing to report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Nothing to report.


A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to enter executive session at 7:04 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The meeting returned to regular session at 7:47 p.m.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to adjourn the meeting at 7:47 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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