December 1, 2025		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Feder, Stoops, Heinecke and Geppert. Trustees Kearns and Fitzgerald were absent. Also, present were Chris Remick, Superintendent of Public Works, Tim Buehler, Chief of Police and Officer Jason Berry.

VISITORS 
Marsha Harriss and Rita Lawless

Marsha Harriss and Rita Lawless were present regarding a certain police officer that they claim is running business off at Harriss Hideout. Rita said a few months ago this officer followed her from the bar to Dollar General. Chief Buehler said he spoke with the bar owner about any issues they had.

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the November 17, 2025, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the minutes from the November 17, 2025, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
Mayor Newbold spoke with Chuck Kelly from MedStar Ambulance regarding the purchase of the ambulance units. He said he is strapped financially at this time but will revisit in the future. Trustee Feder suggested making a payment plan. It was mentioned to discuss further at the next committee meeting.

Newbold said that the Village received a notice from St. Clair County regarding the owner of 1100 Spotsylvania St. having a hearing to reduce his property taxes. It was noted that we had not received this kind of notice before for tax hearings. Trustee Feder said he would investigate this.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk stated that the Code Red system is back up but it is different and will require some training. Mayor Newbold said he will check into appointing someone for ESDA that could take care of this. He noted that Eddy Cockrell was interested in it at one time so he will reach out to him to see if he is still interested.

TREASURER’S TIME
Treasurer Fauth was not present. The Board said they will need to review the previous tax levy ordinance to see what they need to do to prepare the ordinance.

POLICE CHIEF
Chief Buehler submitted the activity log for November. 


He stated that the department needs a separate computer for the body camera data. When redacting a video for a FOIA request, it takes longer than it should due to the memory. He spoke with CompuType and received a quote of $5,499.98. He will double-check this quote and get back with the Board at the next meeting.

Buehler noted that the department received a check from the DTU funds in the amount of $1,739.82.

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Nothing to report.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Nothing to report.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
The Audit Committee met prior to this meeting to review the monthly bills.

A motion was made by Trustee Geppert, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the monthly bills for payment. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

Mayor Newbold noted that the line of credit the Village has with the 1st National Bank of Waterloo will be maturing at the end of the year. He asked the Board what they would like to do with this. After a brief discussion, the mayor said he would renew it.

WATER AND SEWER
Nothing to report.

PERSONNEL
Superintendent Chris Remick has turned in his resignation. The Board discussed hiring the next superintendent. It was questioned if the candidate would oversee the sewer treatment plant or if the Village needs to sub-let it. It was also mentioned to find a host for the campground.

Trustee Feder stated that Remick offered to operate and sign off on the reports for the sewer treatment for $600.00 per month.

Mayor Newbold noted that he spoke with Ralph Boden regarding this position and he is not interested in it.

The Board discussed the pay for the next superintendent. It was mentioned to put a range between $60,000 and $85.000 per year depending on experience. Mayor Newbold suggested the pay range be between $70,000 and $85,000.

Mayor Newbold said he would meet with the Clerk this week to put together an ad for the superintendent job and for the campground host. It was suggested to put on Facebook and place the ad in the County Journal and the Freeburg Tribune.
PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Nothing to report.

CEMETERY
Nothing to report.

ORDINANCE
Nothing to report.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
Nothing to report.

MARINA
Nothing to report.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
Nothing to report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Nothing to report.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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