December 15, 2025		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Feder, Heinecke, Fitzgerald and Stoops. Trustees Geppert and Kearns were absent. Also, present were Tim Buehler, Chief of Police, Officer Jason Berry and Andy Fauth, Village Treasurer.

VISITORS 
Stan Ruhmann, Bill Dachsteiner, Jeff Vayette, Mark Schreder and Edwin Cockrell, Jr.

Stan Ruhmann, Bill Dachsteiner and Jeff Vayette were present regarding the fire department putting up a storage container in the back (northeast) side of their building. Mayor Newbold advised that it is permittable since it would be in the ‘Business’ zoning district but they would have to put an open fence around the container, and they would need a building permit for the fence.

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the December 1, 2025, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the minutes from the December 1, 2025, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The minutes from the November 24, 2025, Committee of the Whole Meeting were presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the minutes from November 24, 2025, Committee of the Whole Meeting as presented. A vote was answered aye all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION

MAYOR
Mayor Newbold stated that we have received several applications/resumes for the Superintendent of Public Works position as well as the campground host position. It was recommended that the Board review these at the next committee meeting.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk received a notice from Reliable Sanitation that they will be increasing the trash rate in January by 3.5%. The total amount for the customers will be $20.23 per month. It will begin in January 2026.

A motion was made by Trustee Heinecke, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the 3.5% rate increase from Reliable Sanitation beginning in January 2026. A vote was answered aye by all members present.



TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer presented the Board with the November Treasurer’s report.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Feder, to approve the November Treasurer’s report as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

POLICE CHIEF
Chief Buehler submitted the activity log for the first half of December.

Buehler had contacted CompuType regarding the quote that was given for the new computer to use for redacting the data on the police cameras. The cost for the new computer would be $3,099.00. He noted that Officer Mokriakow will be able to get the department some keyboards from Scott Air Force Base at no charge.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the purchase of a computer for the police department to use for redacting police camera data. The amount of the purchase will be $3,099.00 from CompuType. A roll call vote was answered aye by all members present.

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Nothing to report.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Nothing to report.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
Nothing to report.

WATER AND SEWER
Mayor Newbold had an employment agreement put together between the Village and Chris Remick for the sewer treatment plant. The agreement is for Remick to periodically visit the plant during the week and inspect and report any malfunctions, set all process settings, and complete all required State and Federal reports as a Class 2 Wastewater licensee. The agreement is to pay Remick $600.00 per month for this service which will be paid at the end of each month beginning in January of 2026. The agreement is for one year unless a replacement is hired before then.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the employment agreement with Chris Remick for the Wastewater Treatment Plant in the amount of $600.00 per month. A roll call vote was answered aye by all members present.





PERSONNEL
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Nothing to report.

CEMETERY
Steve and Sarah Kinzinger submitted a letter that they would not be mowing the cemetery next year. It was advised to discuss this further at the next committee meeting.

ORDINANCE
An ordinance for the 2025 tax levy was presented to the Board by the Village Clerk. The Clerk advised that she had never done the levy before and was not sure if it was correct. She forwarded a copy along with last year’s levy to Brian Otten at Scheffel Boyle to verify that it would be acceptable. He advised that it was one way of doing it.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Feder, to approve ORDINANCE 2025-16 for the 2025 Tax Levy. A roll call vote was answered aye by all members present.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Trustee Stoops noted that the 2025 St. Clair County Park Grant was denied. No official reason was given at this time.

Mayor Newbold noted that a grant application from the St. Clair County Intergovernmental Grants Department has been received. It was suggested to review the application to see if there is something for which we could apply.

PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
Edwin Cockrell, Jr. was present to discuss ESDA/EMA .  He stated that he met with Trustee Geppert last week to review the most current handbook. He stated that the book is outdated and will need to be worked on. He also noted that the ordinance regarding ESDA needs to be updated as well. He has a list of things that need to be done before anything else is started, including the Code Red system. It was suggested to discuss further at the next committee meeting.

MARINA
Nothing to report.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
Nothing to report.




UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Mayor Newbold stated that Debby Politsch contacted him regarding a proclamation for the Tree USA Arbor Day event. He said he told her that the Board is not interested in continuing with the Tree USA projects, but it would be okay to sign the proclamation for Arbor Day.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to adjourn the meeting at 7:07 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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