January 5, 2026		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Feder, Stoops, Fitzgerald, Heinecke and Kearns. Trustee Geppert was absent. Also, present was Tim Buehler, Chief of Police.

VISITORS 
Gary Yates, Jim Reed, Craig Weber, Debby Politsch, Terry Politsch, Edwin Cockrell, Jr., and Mark Schreder

Jim Reed was present regarding the campground host position. He has turned in an application. His brother-in-law, Gary Yates, was present to support him. Trustee Feder said they will be reviewing the applications this evening and setting up interviews soon.

Craig Weber, Debby Politsch, and Terry Politsch were present regarding the Tree USA program. Mayor Newbold advised them that the proclamation for Arbor Day is on the agenda but funding any projects was not as the Board had previously stated they no longer wanted to fund the Tree USA program. Trustee Feder suggested that each time they do a tree project they should come to the Board with the information and cost and the Board will decide each time if they will fund. He stated that they do not want to set aside a specific budget for it.

Terry Politsch noted that there are holes at Okaw Valley Park that need to be filled in. He said there are groundhogs and/or armadillos making these holes.

Edwin Cockrell, Jr. was present regarding the ESDA/EMA appointment.

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the December 15, 2025, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the minutes from the December 15, 2025, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
Mayor Newbold stated that he spoke with a representative from the First National Bank of Waterloo regarding the line of credit. We will need to approve an ordinance for who will be the signatories on the account. We should have this by the next regular meeting.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk had nothing to report.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer was not present.



POLICE CHIEF
Chief Buehler submitted the activity log for December as well as the yearly activity report. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Nothing to report.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Nothing to report.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
The Audit Committee met prior to this meeting to review the monthly bills.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the monthly bills for payment. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

WATER AND SEWER
The Board had previously discussed the engineering quote from Volkert Engineering for the Clinton St. waterline replacement project. The cost for the engineering is $19,000.00.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the engineering fee of $19,000.00 from Volkert Engineering for the Clinton St. waterline replacement project. A roll call vote was answered aye by all members present.

PERSONNEL
Mayor Newbold suggested going into executive session towards the end of the meeting to discuss the applications for Superintendent of Public Works and the campground host.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
A bid was turned in by Dave’s Heating & Air for the new furnace at the ambulance shed. Mayor Newbold stated that he would like to get a second bid. He suggested getting a bid from Neal’s Heating & Cooling.

CEMETERY
Trustee Feder suggested waiting until the next meeting to discuss the cemetery contract.

ORDINANCE
Nothing to report.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Nothing to report.





PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
Mayor Newbold recommended the Board vote on his appointment of Edwin Cockrell, Jr. as the ESDA/EMA Coordinator.

A motion was made by Trustee Heinecke, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to appoint Edwin Cockrell, Jr. as the ESDA/EMA Coordinator. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

MARINA
Nothing to report.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
Debby Politsch had presented the Board with a proclamation for Arbor Day 2026, which will be on April 24th. 

A motion was made by Trustee Kearns, seconded by Trustee Feder, to proclaim April 24, 2026, as Arbor Day. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Nothing to report.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to enter executive session regarding personnel at 6:57 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The board returned to regular session at 7:42 p.m.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Kearns, to adjourn the meeting at 7:42 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
1

