January 19, 2026		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Feder, Geppert, Heinecke and Kearns. Trustees Fitzgerald and Stoops were absent. Also, present was Tim Buehler, Chief of Police.

VISITORS 
No visitors

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the January 5, 2026, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Kearns, seconded by Trustee Feder, to approve the minutes from the January 5, 2026, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The minutes from the December 22, 2025, Committee of the Whole Meeting was presented to the Board for approval.

A motion was made by Trustee Geppert, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the minutes from the December 22, 2025, Committee of the Whole Meeting. A vote was answered by all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
Mayor Newbold stated that he received a task order form from Volkert Engineering regarding the Clinton St. waterline project. He noted that the Board can discuss this further at the next committee of the whole meeting.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk had nothing to report.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer presented the December report to the Board.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to accept the December Treasurer’s report. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

POLICE CHIEF
Chief Buehler submitted the activity log for the first half of January. 

Buehler noted that Officer Ottens hurt his knee on a call. He is not sure how long he will be out. 





Chief Buehler mentioned that Officer Berry made a traffic stop where methamphetamine and a loaded gun were found.

Buehler would like to purchase four helmets for the department. The total cost would be $519.96 and the funds from the savings account could be used. It was noted that he could order them without board approval since the funds will be coming from their account.

Buehler also noted that he would be contacting someone who was previously interested in a part-time position and he would let the Board know if he is still interested.

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Nothing to report.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Nothing to report.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
Nothing to report.

WATER AND SEWER
Nothing to report.

PERSONNEL
Mayor Newbold recommended the Board approve to appoint Don Carroll as the Superintendent of Public Works. It was noted that his salary would be $75,000 per year.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to appoint Don Carroll as the Superintendent of Public Works with a salary of $75,000. A vote was answered aye by Trustee Feder and Heinecke. Trustees Kearns and Geppert voted nay. Mayor Newbold voted to break the tie vote with an aye.

Mayor Newbold suggested Jim Reed be approved as the campground host. At this time, no compensation will be given except for the free rent at the campground.

Trustee Kearns suggested someone contact the attorney to see if we should be hiring or appointing this person. Trustee Heinecke asked if he would require carrying some kind of insurance or tags. 

Trustee Feder stated that someone needs to see what it would take to get internet at the campground and another cell phone so this guy can get into Roverpass.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to approve Jim Reed as the campground host with no compensation. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Dave’s Heating & Air and Neal’s Heating & Cooling both turned in bids for the furnace replacement at the ambulance shed. Neal’s bid was based off 96% efficiency whereas Dave’s was based off 85%. It was suggested that someone reach out to Dave to see what his bid would be at 96%.

CEMETERY
Trustee Geppert is to redo the ad for the mowing bids and bring it to the Clerk for submission to the Freeburg Tribune.

The Clerk noted that the cemetery inspection from the State would be this Wednesday.

ORDINANCE
Mayor Newbold advised the Board that an ordinance had to be approved to continue the line of credit with the First National Bank of Waterloo.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve ORDINANCE 2025-17, regarding the line of credit with the First National Bank of Waterloo. A roll call vote was answered aye by all members present.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
Nothing to report.

MARINA
Nothing to report.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
Nothing to report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Nothing to report.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Geppert, seconded by Trustee Feder, to adjourn the meeting at 6:58 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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