February 2, 2026,		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Feder, Stoops, Heinecke, Geppert and Kearns. Trustee Fitzgerald was absent. Also, present was Tim Buehler, Chief of Police, Don Carroll, Superintendent of Public Works and Edwin Cockrell, Jr., EMA Coordinator.

VISITORS 
No visitors.

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the January 19, 2026, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to approve the minutes from the January 19, 2026, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
Mayor Newbold noted that the public works department did an outstanding job with the snow plowing and he thanked the police department for picking up the slack since they are down one full-time employee.

Newbold said he reached out to the village attorney regarding whether the campground host should be hired or appointed. He said the attorney has not got back to him yet.

The mayor received notice from St. Clair County regarding grants that require household incomes. He said we could either opt out or leave things the same as they were. It was recommended to leave things the same.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk had nothing to report.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer was not present.

POLICE CHIEF
Chief Buehler submitted the activity log for the month of January.

He noted that the 2025 Ford Explorer has some hesitation. He took it to Wetzel’s and was told it was the transmission. Wetzel said he could replace it with a used transmission for $3,100 to $3,200. Buehler also took it to Ed Morse Ford in Red Bud and was told that there are metal shavings in the transmission. The cost for them to repair would be $9,000. Mayor Newbold preferred the vehicle be done by Wetzel first. It was advised to put this on the agenda for the next board meeting.

Buehler met with someone from St. Clair County Sheriff’s department and was told they could give the department some swat gear, such as shin guards, pads and a rifle rated vest, for free. He also noted that they were given a shield and would like to purchase one which would cost $431.99. The funds could come from the police savings account.

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Don Carroll stated that he had a good first day. He noted that he reviewed the equipment and shadowed Ralph at the sewer treatment plant. He also started reviewing building permits.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Nothing to report.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
The Audit Committee met prior to this meeting to review the monthly bills.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to approve the monthly bills for payment as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

WATER AND SEWER
Mayor Newbold reviewed the S. Clinton St. waterline task report from Volkert and advised the Board to vote on the acceptance.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to accept the task report from Volkert Engineering for the S. Clinton St. waterline project. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

PERSONNEL
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Bids were turned in by Dave’s Heating & Air and Neal’s Heating and Cooling for the new furnace at the ambulance shed. It was mentioned that the difference is only $50 and Neal’s has been servicing our units for quite some time. It was recommended to approve the bid from Neal’s Heating and Cooling for $4,450.00.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to accept Neal’s Heating and Cooling bid of $4,450.00 for the new furnace at the ambulance shed. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

CEMETERY
The Clerk noted that on January 21st a representative with the Illinois Cemetery Oversight Committee came to do the cemetery inspection. Everything was good with only some burial permits needed.




ORDINANCE
Nothing to report.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
Ed Cockrell, Jr., thanked the Village for their help with getting things set up for the emergency shelter at the Bullpen. They had to borrow a generator. The school and CESNA also helped with the preparations.

Cockrell said he would like to have the Board review the snow routes and add some more routes to that. He also noted that some of the snow route signs need to be replaced. 

The Code Red system is up and going and the first test will be on Tuesday, February 3rd.

MARINA
Mayor Newbold said that the cost from Sparklight to add internet at the campground was too expensive. They would have to boar underground, and the cost would be $28,000. Trustee Heinecke said that he could check with T-Mobile to see what it would cost to have them provide the internet.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
Nothing to report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Trustee Geppert said the vacuum cleaner at Village Hall is no longer working. A new one will be ordered from Hi-Way Lumber.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to adjourn the meeting at 7:01 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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