February 17, 2026,		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Feder, Geppert, Heinecke, Stoops and Fitzgerald. Trustee Kearns was absent. Also, present was Sgt. Jake Renner and Don Carroll, Superintendent of Public Works.

VISITORS 
Mark Schreder, Laura Ottens, and Mansour Gheisarpour

Laura Ottens, who is the Chief of Police in Marissa, was present to give Sgt. Renner a certificate of appreciation for assisting her on a call where someone was driving through Marissa and heading towards Sparta shooting a gun. 

Mansour Gheisarpour wants to start a dealership at 1100 Spotsylvania St. He said the State of Illinois says he must get his business license from the village before he can apply with the state. Mayor Newbold advised him to fill out an application for a business license, and we will take it from there.

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the February 2, 2026, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to approve the minutes from the February 2, 2026, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
Mayor Newbold noted that the CD’s we have at both banks are maturing. He said we are going to let them roll over.

Newbold also noted that the IDOT grant had a document that needed to be signed and submitted and that was taken care of this week.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk had nothing to report.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer presented the January report to the Board.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to accept the January Treasurer’s report. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

POLICE CHIEF
Chief Buehler was not present. 

The 2015 Ford Explorer was discussed at the previous meeting. It was recommended to have Wetzel Automotive do the necessary transmission repairs.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the transmission repairs on the 2015 Ford Explorer via Wetzel Automotive. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Superintendent Carroll received bids for new tracks for the skid steer. He received bids from Wedge Tire in the amount of $1,533, Track Works for $2,162 and Mascoutah Equipment for $2,340. It was recommended to purchase the tracks from Wedge Tire.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to purchase new tracks for the skid steer from Wedge Tire in the amount of $1,533.00. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Nothing to report.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
Nothing to report.

WATER AND SEWER
Nothing to report.

PERSONNEL
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Nothing to report.

CEMETERY
The Clerk reminded the Board that the bids for cemetery mowing will close on Friday, February 20th. She will have the bids available for opening at the next Committee of the Whole Meeting.

ORDINANCE
Mayor Newbold advised the Board that the ordinance that was approved in January for the line of credit with the First National Bank of Waterloo, had a missing section. The bank said the ordinance would have to be amended and revoted on and signed.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to approve ORDINANCE 2025-17, amending the previous ordinance regarding the line of credit with the First National Bank of Waterloo. A roll call vote was answered aye by all members present.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
Nothing to report.

MARINA
There was a discussion about the campground host and if a phone was going to be purchased for the host as well as internet connection supplied.

Trustee Heinecke said he checked with T-Mobile and received different amounts depending on how much we wanted. The minimum was $50.00 per month. It was noted that the modem could be put in the host’s camper. It was asked if the whole campground would have access or just the host. It was noted that it would depend on which tier the Board wanted to go with. 

Trustee Fitzgerald asked if we could get a government discount. Heinecke said he did not ask about that. Fitzgerald said he would look into it. It was also noted that someone would have to check with Roverpass about different access.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
Nothing to report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Trustee Geppert noted that she purchased a new vacuum sweeper for Village Hall from Hi-Way Lumber.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to adjourn the meeting at 7:09 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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