March 16, 2026,		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Feder, Geppert, Heinecke, Stoops and Kearns. Trustee Fitzgerald was absent. Also, present was Officer Jason Berry and Don Carroll, Superintendent of Public Works.

VISITORS 
No visitors.

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the March 2, 2026, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the minutes from the March 2, 2026, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The minutes from the February 23, 2026 Committee of the Whole Meeting was presented to the Board for approval.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke to approve the minutes from the February 23, 2026, Committee of the Whole Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
Mayor Newbold thanked all the police, public works, fire department, EMA department, and Ameren for taking care of the town during and after the storm.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk had nothing to report.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer presented the February report to the Board.

A motion was made by Trustee Geppert, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to accept the February Treasurer’s report. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

POLICE CHIEF
Chief Buehler was not present. 

The activity log for the first half of March was submitted.

It was noted that the Village received a check from the work that Sgt Renner does with the DTU in the amount of $942.00. There will be training for Sgt Renner and those funds from the DTU project will be used for that. 



SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Nothing to report.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Nothing to report.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
Nothing to report.

WATER AND SEWER
Nothing to report.

PERSONNEL
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Nothing to report.

CEMETERY
The Clerk stated that the inspection brought on by the State of Illinois Cemetery Oversight Committee has been completed. We are not due for another inspection for approximately ten years.

ORDINANCE
Nothing to report.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
Nothing to report.

MARINA
Topics on the agenda for tonight’s meeting were to add streetlights or solar lights at the campground, allow the campground host to sell firewood and some tree removal bids for some bad trees at the campground. It was suggested to table these items to discuss further at the next Committee of the Whole meeting.

A motion was made by Trustee Kearns, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to table the three items for the marina/campground and discuss them further at the next Committee of the Whole meeting. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.


COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
Nothing to report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Mayor Newbold stated that the Tree Board would like the Board to approve $350 for their projects this year. Trustee Geppert thought the Board had previously said they were not going to put out any more funds for the Tree Board. Trustee Feder said the Board decided to do it on a case-by-case basis.

A motion was made by Trustee Kearns, seconded by Trustee Feder, to authorize funding in the amount of $350.00 to the Tree Board. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to adjourn the meeting at 6:48 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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