April 6, 2026		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Feder, Heinecke, Kearns, Geppert and Fitzgerald. Trustee Stoops was absent. Also, present was Tim Buehler, Chief of Police, Don Carroll, Superintendent of Public Works and Edwin Cockrell, Jr., EMA Coordinator.

VISITORS 
Mark Schreder, Debby Politsch, Vernon Hohenstreet, Ann Hohenstreet and Jim Reed.

Ann Hohenstreet wanted to know why the Village was going to have a tree removed at the campground. It was explained that the tree is dead and has had limbs fall onto campers. 

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the March 16, 2026, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to approve the minutes from the March 16, 2026, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
 Mayor Newbold noted that he and the superintendent will be meeting with Volkert Engineering this Friday to discuss the Clinton St. waterline project.

The mayor asked if anyone knew the status of the sign that was to be made for the school. Trustee Feder said he was told the sign is done but will check with Ryan Kinzinger.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk received a quote from Freeburg Publishing for ‘No Soliciting’ stickers. The cost for 1,000 stickers would be $780.00.

A motion was made by Trustee Geppert, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the purchase of ‘No Soliciting’ stickers in the amount of $780.00 from Freeburg Publishing. A vote was answered aye by all members present, except for Trustee Fitzgerald, who voted nay.

The Clerk had presented the Board with a direct debit form for approval to do direct debits in the utility program.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to authorize the direct debit form for utility payments. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer was not present.



POLICE CHIEF
Chief Buehler submitted the activity log for the month of March.
The Chief mentioned that Sgt. Renner will be receiving an award from the VFW and Officer Berry made an arrest where a gun was removed from a vehicle.

Chief Buehler stated that the Village Attorney, Van Lear Eckert, had gone to court regarding a dog at large. He noted that the department has received multiple complaints from various people regarding this same dog.

Buehler noted that this Friday will be the D.A.R.E. graduation at 2:00 p.m.

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Superintendent Carroll would like the building ordinance to be reviewed. It appears that the current ordinance does not have a height restriction for fences. Chief Buehler gave Carroll a copy of Ruma’s code for fences. Trustee Kearns suggested using a subdivision covenant for guidance.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
[image: ]

FINANCE AND AUDIT
The Audit Committee met prior to this meeting to review the monthly bills.

A motion was made by Trustee Geppert, seconded by Trustee Feder, to approve the monthly bills for payment as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

WATER AND SEWER
Nothing to report.

PERSONNEL
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Don Carroll met with Lindsey Middendorf to go over some of the items at Okaw Valley that need to be addressed.  He stated that the sandbox was removed and one of the grills, as well.  Jeff Tucker has looked at the electric box and will give a bid.

CEMETERY
Nothing to report.


ORDINANCE
Nothing to report.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
EMA Coordinator Ed Cockrell, Jr. noted that there will be a meeting at the firehouse on April 15th at 7:00 p.m. to discuss emergency coordinating efforts.

Cockrell also noted that St. Clair County is to do a test with the weather siren to try and figure out why it did not work properly during the last weather event.

MARINA
The Board had previously discussed an information board at the campground. It was decided to authorize the board at a cost not to exceed $300.00.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the purchase of an information board for the campground at a cost not to exceed $300.00.
A vote was answered aye by all members present.

Superintendent Carroll had given the Board a quote on solar lights for the campground. The purchase from Amazon would be $369.00.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to approve the purchase of solar lights at the campground from Amazon at a cost of $369.00. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

Carroll mentioned that the Village did get a complimentary review on RoverPass.

Carroll asked the Board about getting speed limit signs at the marina. The Board suggested posting speed limit signs at five miles per hour. 

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
The Clerk presented the Board with Resolution 2025-03 regarding TIF funds being used for the sidewalk repair at the high school. The estimated cost is listed at $4,000.00.

A motion was made by Trustee Heinecke, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to approve RESOLUTION 2025-03 authorizing the use of TIF funds not to exceed $4,000.00, for the sidewalk improvements at the high school. A vote was answered aye by all members present.




UNFINISHED BUSINESS
The Board had previously voted to approve a public works mutual aid agreement but have not done anything with it. It was discussed previously that the Village no longer wanted to continue with this. The Clerk advised the Board to rescind the initial vote.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to rescind the Board’s original vote to approve the public works mutual aid agreement. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The St. Clair County Fair Association will be bringing back the county fair this year. They are asking for donations to help support the fair. The Board discussed at the last Committee of the Whole meeting to approve the Community Sponsor level at $500.00.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to approve the donation to the St. Clair County Fair Association in the amount of $500.00 for the Community Sponsor level. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Geppert, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to adjourn the meeting at 7:04 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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The Board had  previo usly  discussed the tree removal   and t ree trimming   bids  at 504 S.  Clinton St. and the campground .  American Tree came in as the lowest bid   in the amount of  $2,900.00 for the entire project.     A motion was  made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to approve the tre e  removal and trimming for 504 S. Clinton St. and the campgrounds from American Tree in  the amount of $2,900.00.  A vote was answered aye by all members present.  
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