April 20, 2026		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Feder, Geppert, Heinecke, Stoops and Kearns. Trustee Fitzgerald was absent. Also, present was Chief Tim Buehler, Officer Jason Berry and Don Carroll, Superintendent of Public Works.

VISITORS 
Jim Reed was present regarding the campground. He noted that he gets quite a few phone calls per day and one recently was questions regarding the pricing. 

The Board discussed the time limit of campers. It was mentioned that most of the campers there now are working on the solar farms in the area and are long term due to their work.

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the April 6, 2026, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to approve the minutes from the April 6, 2026, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The minutes from the March 23, 2026 Committee of the Whole Meeting was presented to the Board for approval.

A motion was made by Trustee Geppert, seconded by Trustee Stoops to approve the minutes from the March 23, 2026, Committee of the Whole Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
Mayor Newbold said that the St. Clair County Fair Association is asking municipalities if they could use their picnic tables for the fair. The Board opted not to participate.

Newbold asked if anyone has heard about the school sign that was to be made and put up. Trustee Feder stated that he was told the sign is done but will check with Ryan Kinzinger to see when it should be set up.

The mayor said that there was a meeting with Volkert to discuss the Clinton St. waterline project. Volkert failed to meet the deadline for the grant application, therefore we will have to wait. The project will need to be discussed again later.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk stated that she went to the village hall in Smithton to learn more about the direct debit program with our utility application. She said they are still learning as well and mentioned that it will be a lot to learn getting it set up.

The Clerk also noted that the Village’s annual audit via Scheffel Boyle will begin on June 8th.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer presented the March report to the Board.

A motion was made by Trustee Geppert, seconded by Trustee Feder, to accept the March Treasurer’s report as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

POLICE CHIEF
Chief Buehler submitted the activity log for the first half of April.

He noted that he attended the EMA meeting at the firehouse last week and that it was an informative meeting.

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Don Carroll said that he would like to get rid of the boat slips at the marina. Trustee Feder stated that he is in the process of working with someone about plans for the marina and does not want the slips to be removed in the event they could be used.

Carroll will be attending a wastewater seminar in Carterville on April 29th, and he has signed up for the wastewater class in Edwardsville, which will start in May. The cost for the seminar is $35.00 and the cost for the wastewater class is $650.00.

Trustee Feder advised Carroll to talk with Ralph Boden to see if he would like to sign up for the wastewater class as well.

Carroll spoke about purchasing hydrants for each campsite. Mayor Newbold advised him to start the process.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Trustee Kearns gave Carroll a list of issues with storm drains, culverts, and weeds.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
Nothing to report.

WATER AND SEWER
Nothing to report.

PERSONNEL
Don Carroll said he received three applications for the summer mowing position. He said he spoke with the three applicants and recommended hiring Mikel Reeves for the job.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Feder, to approve the hiring of Mikel Reeves as the seasonal mower. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Don Carroll stated that he has been working with Jeff Tucker regarding the electric issues at Okaw Valley Park. He will give us a quote for the electric upgrade and is currently fixing the field lights.

CEMETERY
Nothing to report.

ORDINANCE
Nothing to report.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
The Clerk noted that Ed Cockrell, Jr. attended an EMA meeting with St. Clair County to discuss issues with the weather siren. He will give a full report to the Board at the next Committee of the Whole meeting.

MARINA
Nothing to report.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
Mayor Newbold said the ordinance regarding fences needs to be updated as there are currently no specific height restrictions.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Nothing to report.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Geppert, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to adjourn the meeting at 7:11 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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