June 1, 2026		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Stoops, Heinecke, Geppert, Feder and Kearns. Trustee Fitzgerald was absent. Also, present was Tim Buehler, Chief of Police, Don Carroll, Superintendent of Public Works and Edwin Cockrell, Jr., EMA Coordinator.

VISITORS 
Jim Reed.

Jim Reed was present to give updates on the campgrounds. He mentioned an issue with a snake and was told to contact Jeremy Nuernberger in situations like that. He also asked if there were plans for the boat docks as it is difficult to get off/on. Don Carroll said he will look into this.

Reed wanted to know if the Village was going to do anything for the 250th birthday and recommended a flagpole be put up at the campground.

Reed requested to be allowed to sell firewood at the campground. The Clerk felt he may need a business license but will check with the attorney first.

Edd Cockrell, Jr. stated that there was an EMA meeting at the firehouse recently. They discussed special events and how they are run. Some of the things to consider are insurance, permits and an emergency plan.

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the May 18, 2026, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the minutes of the May 18, 2026, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
Mayor Newbold suggested having committee meetings when something comes up that needs to be discussed before the committee of the whole meeting. 

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk had nothing to report.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer was not present.

POLICE CHIEF
Chief Buehler submitted the activity log for the month of May. 

Buehler mentioned that they received a check in the amount $5,713.62 from the DTU funds. 

Buehler also mentioned that the AED pads have expired and MedStar gave them new ones for free. Part-time officer Mokriakow was able to get some items from his full-time job at Scott Air Force Base. Narcan was another free item that Buehler was able to get for the department as well.

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Superintendent Carroll was looking into a paving machine and will get a quote this week to see how much it would cost. There was a brief discussion about a hot pot oiler and where to store the oil.

Carroll stated that the Village needs to update their license for waste disposal per Waste Management. The renewal requires samples to be tested by Teklab and the cost for that is $1,101.00. Trustee Feder suggested Carroll check on the cost if the waste was land applied.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Nothing to report.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
The Audit Committee met prior to this meeting to review the monthly bills.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the monthly bills for payment as presented except for one that the Clerk will check on. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

WATER AND SEWER
Nothing to report.

PERSONNEL
Mayor Newbold said he would like the Board to vote on raises for the employees at the next meeting. He stated that the treasurer approved of the 4% recommendation.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Ed Cockrell, Jr. wanted to amend the dates for the movie nights and food truck Fridays. He was told that Justin Majzel is going to put together a fall festival in October and does not want to interfere with that. He will get back to the Board when he decides what the new dates will be.

CEMETERY
Trustee Geppert stated that she spoke with the mower and was told that there is a problem with all the trinkets at gravesites. She said she would go through the cemetery and write down who has the trinkets and contact the families.

ORDINANCE
Nothing to report.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Mayor Newbold suggested discussing the IGD grant at a committee meeting.

PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
Nothing to report.

MARINA
Nothing to report.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
Nothing to report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Nothing to report.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to adjourn the meeting at 6:57 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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