July 6, 2026,		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Stoops, Heinecke, Feder and Kearns. Trustees Fitzgerald and Geppert were absent. Also, present was Tim Buehler, Chief of Police, Van Lear Eckert, Village Attorney and Don Carroll, Superintendent of Public Works 

VISITORS 
Rita Lawless, Tish Eckert, Marsha Harriss, Patty Nadler, Michelle Merlenbach, Sarah Narup, Adam Narup, Richard Klein, Bill Dachsteiner, Courtney Hagen, Richard Hagen, Lori Conaway, Al Hagen, Elizabeth Kilzer, Tammy Heinecke, Jim Reed, Tess Schlesinger, LaDonna Petri, Lindsey Middendorf, Roger Middendorf, Jaime Hurst, Alex Mayes, Maci Blandford, Arlin Juenger, Charlotte Main, Melinda Hewitt, George Mokriakow, Becky Denbow, Trevor Bergmann, Jordan Fritz, Kaitlin Bergmann, Tyler Bergmann, Andy Bergmann, Nicole Walker, Ben Pugh, Ava Kalagian, Chuck Wilson, Virginia Wilson, Melonie Ford, Teresa Weilmuenster, Chad Weilmuenster, Sharon Utz, William Utz, Kyle Wetzel and Erin Hoernis. (Any names not legible on sign up sheet are not listed)

Visitors who attended the meeting were present regarding issues with Officer Jason Berry and Chief Tim Buehler.

Mayor Newbold advised the group that no action would be taken tonight but the Board would discuss their concerns.

Justin Majzel was present to check on police security at the homecoming.  Mayor Newbold suggested that Majzel get security from St. Clair County.

Don Carroll discussed the brush cutter attachment that was mentioned at the Committee of the Whole meeting.  The cost from Mascoutah Equipment would be $9,200.00.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Heinecke to purchase the brush cutter from Mascoutah Equipment for $9,200.00.  After a discussion where Trustee Kearns had concerns about whether they needed that item, the Board decided to table the vote and discuss it at the next meeting.

Mayor Newbold suggested the Board enter executive session regarding personnel.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to enter executive session at 7:37 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The meeting returned to regular session at 8:03 p.m.

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the June 15, 2026, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Heinecke, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the minutes from the June 15, 2026, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
Mayor Newbold has nothing to report.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk had nothing to report.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer was not present.

POLICE CHIEF
Chief Buehler had nothing to report. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Superintendent Carroll had nothing to report.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Nothing to report.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
The Audit Committee met prior to this meeting to review the monthly bills.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Feder, to approve the monthly bills for payment as presented.  A vote was answered aye by all members present.

WATER AND SEWER
Nothing to report.

PERSONNEL
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
The water tower exterior cleaning/pavilion roof cleaning was tabled until the next meeting.

CEMETERY
Nothing to report.

ORDINANCE
The fence ordinance was tabled until the next meeting.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
Nothing to report.

MARINA
Nothing to report.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
The annual MFT appropriation package was presented to the Board for approval.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve RESOLUTION 2026-02 regarding the MFT Maintenance Package.  A vote was answered aye by all members present.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
The Clerk noted that the homecoming parade committee is asking for donations for the parade.  The Board has previously donated $500.00.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve a donation of $500.00 for the New Athens Homecoming Parade Fund.  A vote was answered aye by all members present.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Heinecke, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to adjourn the meeting at 8:42 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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