July 20, 2026		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Feder, Stoops, Geppert, Fitzgerald and Kearns. Trustees Heinecke was absent. Also present was Andy Fauth, Village Treasurer, Sgt Jake Renner, EMA Coordinator Edd Cockrell, Jr. and Don Carroll, Superintendent of Public Works.

VISITORS 
Mark Schreder, Jim Reed, Gary Yates, Jeff Wetzel and Kyle Wetzel.

Gary Yates was present to let the Board know that the boat ramps are in bad condition. He said that the community dock is sitting on dry land and you can’t launch.  He said that he contacted IDNR and was told that the Village has control of the boat ramps.  There were a few of the Board members who d0 not think the Village owns the docks.  Don Carroll said he has spoken to several different people in various offices between IDNR and the Corp of Engineers and has not gotten anyway.  It was suggested he talk with Mick Middleton with the IDNR office in Baldwin.

The Board discussed having the inlet at the marina dredged.

Mark Schreder asked if any building permits have been issued for the Mariana’s subdivision.  The Clerk stated that only one new residential construction permit has been issued for that subdivision this year.

Jeff and Kyle Wetzel were present to see if the Board was going to make a decision on work to be done to one of the dump trucks.  It was stated that it would not be discussed at tonight’s meeting.

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the July 6, 2026, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to approve the minutes from the July 6, 2026, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The minutes from the June 22, 2026, Committee of the Whole Meeting were presented to the Board for approval.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to approve the minutes from the June 22, 2026, Committee of the Whole Meeting as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
Mayor Newbold wanted to thank Mary Jo Nuernberger for decorating the metal cake for the 250th birthday.


Newbold advised the Board that he has appointed Jake Renner as interim Chief of Police.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk had nothing at this time.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer’s June report was presented to the Board.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to accept the June Treasurer’s report as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The Treasurer prepared the annual appropriations for the Board’s review.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to approve ORDINANCE 2026-01 for the annual appropriations.  A roll call vote was answered aye by all members present.

POLICE CHIEF
Sgt. Renner had nothing to report.

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Don Carroll had nothing to report.
 
REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Nothing to report.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
The Clerk stated that when the bills were approved for payment at the July 6th meeting, the MFT fund did not have enough money to cover the bill that was approved to be paid.  She advised the Treasurer of this and was told to transfer $5,000 from the General fund to the MFT fund to cover the bill.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the transfer of $5,000 from the General fund to the MFT fund to cover the cost of a bill approved at the beginning of the month.  A vote was answered aye by all members present.

WATER AND SEWER
Nothing to report.

PERSONNEL
The Board is to go into executive session towards the end of the meeting.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Nothing to report.



CEMETERY
Nothing to report.

ORDINANCE
Trustee Feder prepared the ordinance updating the building/zoning code for fences.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to approve ORDINANCE 2026-02 updating the building/zoning code for fences.  A roll call vote was answered aye by all members present, except for Trustee Fitzgerald, who voted nay.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Trustee Stoops attended a grant class.  He stated he is still working on the Ameren grant and has the thirteen trees selected. 

PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
Nothing to report.

MARINA
Nothing to report.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
Nothing to report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Nothing to report.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to enter executive session regarding personnel at 6:55 p.m.

The meeting returned to regular session at 7:35 p.m.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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