August 3, 2026		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Stoops, Heinecke, Feder, Kearns and Geppert. Trustee Fitzgerald was absent. Also, present was Sgt Jake Renner, Don Carroll, Superintendent of Public Works and Edd Cockrell, Jr., EMA Director.

VISITORS 
Mark Schreder and Jim Reed

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the July 20, 2026, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the minutes from the July 20, 2026, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
Mayor Newbold reminded the Board that he and Van Lear Eckert will have a meeting on Wednesday, August 5th with Jason Berry and his attorney to discuss his employment with the Village.

Newbold noted that he would like to discuss setting up a committee to go over the St. Clair County Intergovernmental Grant. He suggested discussing it further at the next Committee of the Whole Meeting.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk had nothing to report.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer was not present.

POLICE CHIEF
Sgt. Renner had mentioned that there were a few applications turned in. Mayor Newbold suggested the Board move forward with the process.

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Superintendent Carroll had nothing to report.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Nothing to report.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
The Audit Committee met prior to this meeting to review the monthly bills.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the monthly bills for payment as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

WATER AND SEWER
Nothing to report.

PERSONNEL
The Board conducted interviews prior to the meeting for the Public Works Department. Mayor Newbold stated that the recommendation was to hire Devin Brown since he has worked here before and training would be minimal.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to hire Devin Brown as a full-time public works employee. A vote was answered aye by all members present, except for Trustee Kearns, who abstained from voting and Trustee Feder, who voted Nay.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Nothing to report.

CEMETERY
Nothing to report.

ORDINANCE
Nothing to report.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
Nothing to report.

MARINA
Don Carroll is still getting quotes for the brush cutter/rake. He will have more information at the next regular meeting.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
Nothing to report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Carroll stated that the bridge inspection on Old Baldwin Road has been completed. Everything is fine.




Mayor Newbold said that Wetzel Automotive no longer wants to service any of the Village’s vehicles. He advised Carroll to have Iron Ford do the work on the dump truck. Carroll asked how much the Village is going to spend on this and it was stated that he should have Iron Ford notify us of what the damages are before they fix the problem.

Trustee Feder stated that JT Eckert outside of town said that he is doing vehicle work as well if the Village is interested in finding someone else to do repairs.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to have the dump truck repaired by Iron Ford. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

Edd Cockrell, Jr., selected dates that he would like to have the Food Truck Fridays at the city park. The proposed dates are September 25, October 2, October 9, and November 6. He is requesting the use of the park, the bathrooms and picnic tables.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Feder to allow Edd Cockrell, Jr. to use the city park for Food Truck Fridays on September 25, October 2, October 9, and November 6. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

Don Carroll said he would like to discuss the project regarding the ball fields at Okaw Valley Park. It was suggested to discuss at the next Committee of the Whole Meeting.

Trustee Heinecke would like to discuss Geotab’s for the police vehicles at the next Committee of the Whole Meeting.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Stoops seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to adjourn the meeting at 6:54 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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