August 17, 2026		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Feder, Stoops, Geppert, Fitzgerald, Heinecke and Kearns. Also present was Andy Fauth, Village Treasurer, Interim Chief, Jake Renner, EMA Coordinator Edd Cockrell, Jr. and Don Carroll, Superintendent of Public Works.

VISITORS 
Mark Schreder, Brian Ottens, Alex Bircher, and Van Lear Eckert

Mayor Newbold moved the Finance and Audit section to this point of the meeting so the representatives from Scheffel Boyle could discuss the annual audit.

The mayor also wanted to move the Marina section, Current/Unfinished Business section and the Personnel section of the agenda after Finance and Audit.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
Brian Otten reviewed the annual audit with the Board. He explained what funds in the general account are restricted and what is available. He also mentioned that the perpetual funds for the cemetery account should be separate from the regular cemetery funds. Otten mentioned that the ambulance funds could be transferred to the general account since there is not much activity in that account.

There was some discussion regarding the Business Tax District and what those funds could be used for and if it could be changed. Van Lear Eckert advised the mayor that they could look into that to see what can be done.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the annual audit by Scheffel Boyle as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

MARINA
The Board had previously discussed purchasing a brush cutter and rake attachments. Don Carroll received updated quotes for these items. The brush cutter is from Baker Implement Company in the amount of $14,600.00 and the rake is from ABI Attachments in the amount of $6,724.28. It was suggested to take the funds from the campground account to pay for these attachments.

A motion was made by Trustee Kearns, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the purchase of a brush cutter attachment from Baker Implement Company in the amount of $14,600.00 and a rake attachment from ABI Attachments in the amount of $6,724.28. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

Carroll stated that Mick Middleton from IDNR will have a crew here on Thursday to do some work at the boat ramp.




UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Ed Cockrell, Jr. advised the Board that he needs to change one of the dates for the food truck Friday event. Originally, he was going to do the last one on November 6th but is changing it to November 13. The mayor said that the change was okay.

PERSONNEL
The mayor suggested going into executive session regarding personnel issues with the interim chief present as well as the attorney.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to enter executive session regarding personnel at 6:59 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The meeting returned to regular session at 7:12 p.m.

It was recommended that Jason Berry’s employment with the New Athens Police Department be terminated effective immediately.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to terminate Jason Berry’s employment with the New Athens Police Department effective immediately. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The Clerk asked if she was to pay him for any time this week and was told to pay him for 12 hours.

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the August 3, 2026, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the minutes from the August 3, 2026, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The minutes from the August 10, 2026, Special Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Kearns, to approve the minutes from the August 10, 2026, Special Meeting as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The minutes from the July 27, 2026, Committee of the Whole Meeting were presented to the Board for approval.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the minutes from the July 27, 2026, Committee of the Whole Meeting as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
Mayor Newbold wants the Board to consider some improvements to the office part of Village Hall. He said the foyer needs to be blocked off so people cannot come inside and wander through the building so freely. He suggested discussing it further at the next Committee of the Whole Meeting.

Newbold would also like to discuss at the next Committee of the Whole Meeting, the St. Clair County IGD grant. He recommends forming a committee to work on this application.

The mayor said he reached out to Chuck Kelly again to discuss the purchase of the ambulance units. He has not heard back from him yet but will reach out again.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk noted that she and the mayor along with Interim Chief, Jake Renner, met with representatives from CompuType to go over additions to our current software and plans as well as a new server. She noted that last year the Village was told that the server would have a year left. The added plans would double the current monthly plan rate, and the new server would be $11,644.00.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to approve the upgrades for the computer securities and for a new server from CompuType. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer’s July report was presented to the Board.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to accept the Treasurer’s July report as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

POLICE CHIEF
Sgt. Renner noted that the software for video redactions had expired. The cost to update is $1,800.00 from 10-8 Video.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the purchase of the video redaction program from 10-8 Video in the amount of $1,800.00. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

Renner stated that he has another potential candidate for a full-time officer position. He will let the Board know more when he has more information.

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Don Carroll had nothing to report.
 
REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Nothing to report.
WATER AND SEWER
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Nothing to report.

CEMETERY
Nothing to report.

ORDINANCE
Nothing to report.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC SAFETY
Nothing to report.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
Nothing to report.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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