September 8, 2026		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Stoops, Heinecke, Feder, Fitzgerald and Geppert. Trustee Kearns was absent. Also, present was Sgt Jake Renner and Don Carroll, Superintendent of Public Works.
 
VISITORS 
[image: ]

Chris Birkner was present regarding a tree near a sidewalk that needs repaired.  He said he owns the property at 404 S. Johnson St. and there is a pin oak tree that is on the Village side of his property.  He said the sidewalk needs repaired/replaced but doesn’t want the tree to come down.  He said the Village has his permission to go around the tree onto his property to replace the sidewalk.  Trustee Feder advised that they will look at this and discuss it later.

Andrea Keim was present on behalf of the New Athens Homecoming Committee.  They would like to do a fall festival at Okaw Valley Park.  Swyear Amusement will have their rides there.  She filled out a park permit for approval of the festival.  The dates are October 22nd through October 25th.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the use of Okaw Valley Park for the New Athens Homecoming Committee to have a fall festival from October 22nd through October 25th.  A vote was answered aye by all members present.

Ann Hohenstreet was present asking if the Village still had a police department.  She was told that there is still a department and that the Village is still hiring more officers.

She also had concerns about empty buildings in town.  

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the August 17, 2026, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Geppert, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the minutes from the August 17th, 2026, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
Mayor Newbold noted that Eddy Cockrell, Jr., Don Carroll and himself had a Zoom meeting with representatives from Ameren regarding power outages.  Ameren explained devices were struck by lightning and causing these issues.  The problem has since been repaired.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk had nothing to report.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer was not present.

POLICE CHIEF
Interim Chief, Sgt. Jake Renner, stated that Garrett Headen started working shifts last week.

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Superintendent Carroll had nothing to report.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Nothing to report.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
The Audit Committee met prior to this meeting to review the monthly bills.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Feder, to approve the monthly bills for payment as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

WATER AND SEWER
Don Carroll stated that he did get a quote from another company for the water tower inspection.  The company is McGuire and the quote was $4,800.  He said he contacted the EPA regarding this and was told the inspection is to be done every five years.  It is not due until 2027.

PERSONNEL
Mayor Newbold noted that the Board met last week to interview Scott Spencer as a full-time police officer.  Spencer worked for the Waterloo Police Department for 17 years.
 
A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to hire Scott Spencer as a full-time police officer. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The Board also interviewed Jake Renner for the Chief of Police position.  Mayor Newbold said that Renner made roughly $84,000 last year with overtime and would be taking a pay cut since the chief salary is $77,953.  Newbold proposed to start Renner out with a 4.5% increase which would make his starting salary $81,460.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to appoint Jake Renner as Chief of Police with a starting salary at $81,460.00.  A vote was answered aye by all members present.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Don Carroll noted that the electric work at Okaw Valley Park, as well as other park projects, are going well.

CEMETERY
Nothing to report.

ORDINANCE
Trustee Stoops wanted to discuss e-bikes.  The Board decided to wait until after the first of the year to make an ordinance for this.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
Nothing to report.

MARINA
Solar pathway lights for the campground were on the agenda for tonight’s meeting; however, Don Carroll said it can wait to be discussed at the next Committee of the Whole Meeting.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
A resolution had been prepared for the Kaskaskia Campground bank account.  Previously the account was restricted, and the Board has decided to unrestrict those funds.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve RESOLUTION 2026-03, unrestricting the funds in the campground account.  A vote was answered aye by all members present.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Trustee Fitzgerald had a personnel issue he would like to discuss with the Board in executive session.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to enter executive session regarding personnel at 7:09 p.m.

The meeting returned to regular session at 7:23 p.m.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Stoops seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to adjourn the meeting at 7:23 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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