October 5, 2026		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Stoops, Heinecke and Feder. Trustees Kearns, Geppert and Fitzgerald were absent. Also, present was Edd Cockrell, Jr., EMA Coordinator, Police Chief Jake Renner and Don Carroll, Superintendent of Public Works.
 
VISITORS 
Bill Dachsteiner, Jim Reed, and Mark Schreder

Bill Dachsteiner was concerned about the people who have been walking around town late at night or early in the morning screaming and acting strangely. He said these people are on meth or heroin. Chief Renner advised him that the police cannot arrest them because you think they are on drugs and if they are causing a disturbance, then he would have to file a complaint and sign it.


READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the September 21, 2026, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the minutes from the September 21, 2026, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
The mayor had nothing to report.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk had nothing to report.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer was not present.

POLICE CHIEF
Chief Renner mentioned that Scott Spencer should be starting with the department on October 17th.

Mayor Newbold stated that a meeting needs to be set-up to interview another candidate for the police department. The candidate is Jared Lischer. He will need the academy. The mayor suggested setting up the meeting for Thursday, October 8th at 6:30 p.m.

Renner noted that he received two different donations that can be used for a new police vehicle. One was $2,500 and the other was $15,000.00. He said that the police savings account has over $15,000 in it so we could use $10,000 from that account as well. 



The estimated cost of the new vehicle, which is a 2027 Ford Explorer, is $49,800. Renner said it will cost approximately $8,000 for the equipment and installation.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the purchase of a 2027 Ford Explorer for the police department for an approximate cost after the donations, of $32,000. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Superintendent Carroll said the brush cutter needs a certain hose to operate it the way they need to. The cost for this hose from Vermeer is $2,500.00.

It was advised to add to the next regular board meeting agenda.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Don Carroll previously discussed with the Board that the mosquito sprayer is not working properly. He received a quote for a new sprayer from Mug-A-Bug in the amount of $15,210.00. The cost to repair the existing one would be roughly $900 but there would be no guarantee it would be fixed.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to purchase a new mosquito sprayer from Mug-A-Bug in the amount of $15,210.00. A vote was answered nay by all members present. 

Trustee Feder said he would rather try to fix the old one first and see what happens.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to have the old mosquito sprayer repaired for $1,000.00. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
The Audit Committee met prior to this meeting to review the monthly bills.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the monthly bills for payment as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

WATER AND SEWER
Nothing to report.

PERSONNEL
The Board had previously discussed the employee health insurance renewal with BlueCross and BlueShield. It is going up 29.8%.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the employee health insurance renewal from BlueCross BlueShield. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The Board had previously discussed honoring a different pay amount for the police department when they use their vacation hours. It was presented as forty-two hours after six months, eighty-four hours after three years and one hundred twenty-six hours after six years.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to increase the amount of vacation hours for the police department to forty-two hours after six months, eighty-four hours after three years and one hundred twenty-six hours after six years. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The Board had previously discussed changing the policy for vacation time where any new full-time employee would get forty hours of vacation time after six months of employment.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke to change the employee policy for new employees to receive forty hours of vacation after six months of employment. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Nothing to report.

CEMETERY
Nothing to report.

ORDINANCE
Nothing to report.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
The Clerk noted that the letters and surveys for the St. Clair County IGD grant have been mailed.

PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
Nothing to report.

MARINA
Nothing to report.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
The previous franchise agreement with Ameren will be expiring in 2027. Ameren created the ordinance for renewal.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve ORDINANCE 2026-03 for the Ameren franchise agreement. A vote was answered aye by all members present.



UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Nothing to report.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Stoops seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to adjourn the meeting at 7:12 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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