October 19, 2026		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Feder, Stoops, Kearns, Geppert and Heinecke. Trustee Fitzgerald was absent. Also, present was Andy Fauth, Village Treasurer, Jake Renner, Chief of Police, EMA Coordinator Edd Cockrell, Jr. and Don Carroll, Superintendent of Public Works.

VISITORS 
Mark Schreder and Chris Damann

[image: ]
The minutes from the October 5, 2026, Regular Board Meeting were presented to the Board for approval.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to approve the minutes from the October 5, 2026, Regular Board meeting as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The minutes from the September 28, 2026, Committee of the Whole Meeting were presented to the Board for approval.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to approve the minutes from the September 28, 2026, Committee of the Whole Meeting as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
Mayor Newbold noted that the high school service project painting the fire hydrants has been completed.

Newbold also noted that the asphalt is down on the parking lot at the laundromat. 

Reprenstative Kevin Schmidt’s office sent the mayor some information regarding improvement grants for cemeteries. He will share the information at the next committee of the whole meeting.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk had nothing to report.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer’s September report was presented to the Board.

A motion was made by Trustee Heinecke, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to accept the Treasurer’s September report as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

Treasurer Fauth noted that all of the Fidelity accounts are now closed.


POLICE CHIEF
Chief Renner stated that the drug box is going to cost the village $1,800 a year if we keep it. He stated that Freeburg has one and anyone can use it. He noted that he was told that sometime next year the new program will start and there will not be a fee for this. Trustee Feder suggested waiting until the free program starts.

The Board previously discussed sending a candidate to the police academy. Chief Renner said that the Board can either pay for the necessary supplies the candidate will need or make him purchase them himself. They also discussed what to pay the candidate while he is at the academy and the Chief suggested paying him the part-time wage rate. They also discussed having the candidate sign a three-year employment agreement. 

The cost for the academy is $7,347.10. It is for fourteen weeks, and the Village should be reimbursed 85 – 95%.

It was noted to put sending a candidate to the police academy on the November 2nd agenda.

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
It was noted that the leaf vacuum pick-up will begin on November 2nd.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
The Board previously discussed purchasing a drain hose for the brush cutter that was recently purchased. The cost from Vermeer would be $2,200.00.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the purchase of the drain hose for the brush cutter from Vermeer in the amount of $2,500.00. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

Don Carroll stated that his guys were able to fix the mosquito sprayer and the harness for the skid steer.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
The Clerk noted that the annual renewal from RMA for the Village’s liability insurance will be due. The total cost if paid by November 13th will be $88,824.31. She advised that in the past funds from various accounts have been used to help pay the premium. It was mentioned that funds from the campground could be used as well if the board wishes.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the renewal rate from RMA for the Village’s liability insurance in the amount of $88,824.31. A vote was answered aye by all members present. 





WATER AND SEWER
Nothing to report.

PERSONNEL
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Don Carroll stated that the electric at Okaw Valley Park is complete, however the bill is going to be more than the $10,000 expenditure the Board had previously approved. Trustee Feder said he spoke with Gilbert Electric and was told it would be closer to $12,000.

Edd Cockrell, Jr. said he would like to host a Christmas event at the Village Hall. He is planning a Christmas light home display and would like to have food trucks and music using the parking lot at Village Hall. The proposed date is December 19th, which is the night that the winners will be announced. There was a brief discussion regarding parking, restrooms and whether the Village Hall would need to be open.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to allow Edd Cockrell, Jr. to host a Christmas event at the Village Hall on December 19th. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

CEMETERY
Nothing to report.

ORDINANCE
Nothing to report.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC SAFETY
Nothing to report.

MARINA
Don Carroll said some of the pedestals at the campground are going to need to be replaced. The cost would be approximately $750.00 for each one. It was suggested to discuss further at the next committee of the whole meeting.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
Nothing to report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
The Clerk reminded the Board that there will be a TIF review meeting on Monday, October 26th at 11:00 a.m.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to adjourn the meeting at 7:03 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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